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on its leaves either by sea or land, he who
reads may remain ignorant/ "x

After much examination of Greek
writers, and an investigation into philo-
sophy, S. Clement declares that the Gnosis
"imparted and revealed by the Son of God,
is wisdom. . . . And the Gnosis itself is
that which has descended by transmission
to a few, having" been imparted unwritten
by the Apostles."2 A very long exposition
of the life of the Gnostic, the Initiate, is
given, and S. Clement concludes it by
saying : " Let the specimen suffice to those
who have ears. For it is not required to
unfold the mystery, but only to indicate
what is sufficient for those who are
partakers in knowledge to bring it to
mind.''3

Regarding Scripture as consisting of
allegories and symbols, and as hiding the
sense in order to stimulate enquiry and
to preserve the ignorant from danger.4
S. Clement naturally confined the higher
instruction to the learned. " Our Gnostic

1 Stromata, bk. V., ch. x.     2 Ibid. bk. VI., ch. vii.
*Ibid. bk. VII., ch. xiv,     4/W, bk. VI. ch. xv.